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Session Summary: The rise of AI has led some HE and FE institutions to provide student 
guidance on appropriate use, however, there is limited research on AI usage, perceptions and 
engagement among educational developers. In this presentation, we aim to share findings from 
our audit of educational developers’ use and attitudes towards Generative AI from across 3 UK 
HE and FE institutions to shape future AI guidance and contribute to ongoing research. 
 
Session Outline:  With the advent of Generative Artificial Intelligence (GenAI), several US 
institutions have begun to provide both staƯ and student-facing guidance on the appropriate 
use of AI [1]. Likewise, studies evaluating students’ use, perceptions and attitudes towards AI in 
university settings have been conducted in China [2], Saudi Arabia [3] and Greece [4], however 
there is comparatively sparse evidence, particularly within the UK, regarding the codes of 
practice for AI usage by educational developers.    

While several large universities have recently begun providing generic staƯ-facing guidance [5, 
6] (building on from the Russell Group principles on AI usage for education [7]), there is still a 
noticeable gap within both the HE and FE sector regarding the perceptions, attitudes and 
specific modes of AI use by educational developers, particularly from small and specialist 
providers.    

Motivated by this, our project focuses on an audit of educational developers to investigate the 
following research questions:  

RQ1: How is GenAI is currently used in practice by educational developers?  

RQ2: What are their attitudes towards GenAI integration in education?   

RQ3: What are the existing gaps in their knowledge, competence, and confidence of GenAI use?  

The study employs a multi-phase, iterative approach consisting of:  

Reviewing literature – Scope GenAI applications in educational development  

Surveying staƯ – Audit GenAI usage across three institutions  



 

Conducting focus groups – Gather qualitative insights on attitudes and 
behaviours  

Our cross-institutional project, funded by a 2025 SEDA Research Grant, comprises 
a diverse, interdisciplinary project team from 3 UK institutions, in addition to 2 student 
researchers. This allowed for a more inclusive and holistic interdisciplinary audit of learner 
developer AI usage.   

  

We hope our work will serve as a useful starting point to inform future staƯ-facing guidance and 
provide valuable contributions to guidance documents to support educational developers with 
integrating GenAI in their teaching and learning practices. 
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