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2 students (UG - L6)  will be co-presenting with me, as they have been part of the project 
delivery. 

1 person (teacher or headteacher) from the Primary school, might also be able to join 

 
Session Summary: The RISE UP programme is a student–staƯ partnership that empowers 
students to use their knowledge and lived experience to shape inclusive, sustainability-focused 
education. This year, we extended this mission beyond our university through collaborative 
outreach with a local primary school.  

This presentation explores our experience of co-designing and delivering interactive workshops 
on sustainability, science, career awareness, and filmmaking, supporting pupils’ early 
aspirations, green skills, sustainability knowledge, and fostering their sense of agency for a 
sustainable future. 
 
Session Outline:  This 15-minute practice paper session will be co-delivered by students 
and staƯ involved in the RISE UP programme, modelling a student–staƯ partnership approach 
that supports collaborative transformation in curriculum design and educational practice. 

The session will begin by introducing the RISE UP programme and its commitment to co-
creation, inclusivity, and sustainability. We will outline how students and staƯ work 
collaboratively to design learning experiences that value lived experience, empathy, and shared 
leadership . 

We will then explore the process through which students and staƯ from diƯerent subject 
disciplines came together to co-design and deliver a series of outreach workshops for a local 
primary school.  

Drawing on disciplinary expertise and personal motivations, workshops focused on themes 
including medicine recycling, renewable energy, Climate Fresk, film making, and career 
awareness.  

We will reflect on how these topics were translated into interactive, creative, and age-
appropriate activities, foregrounding compassion, accessibility, and inclusion. 



 

The session will examine the impact of this collaborative work on students and 
staƯ, particularly in relation to developing teaching confidence, reflective practice, 
and a sense of shared responsibility for educational change. We will also explore 
the perspectives of the children involved, highlighting what they learned and how 
the workshops supported early aspirations and  sustainability awareness.  

Finally, we will reflect on why this project matters in the current global context, making the case 
for equitable and sustainable futures through engaging learners of all ages in sustainability 
education, and demonstrating how compassionate, collaborative partnerships can extend 
educational reach and impact beyond the university. 
 
References: Creative pedagogies, including storytelling and film making, supported 
meaningful engagement and enabled complex concepts such as sustainability and science to 
be introduced in accessible ways (Guarrella etௗal.,ௗ2025).  

Heaslip etௗal.,ௗ2016; Clancy,ௗ2010 -  Harris & Ridealgh,ௗ2016, (Gummesson & Sjödahl 
Hammarlund,ௗ2024). 

 


