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Session Summary: This paper traces a doctoral research journey into compassionate 
assessment in higher education. I address two core inquiries: How do academics embody 
compassion in assessment practices? and Why do they engage with an affirmative ethics of 
compassion? Using research-creation informed by posthuman thinking, the study curates a 
collaborative assemblage that foregrounds collectivist, participatory, and materialist 
approaches. In the session, I aim to reimagine assessment as an embodied, relational practice 
rooted in compassion with implications for educators and policy-makers. 

 
Session Outline:   

I am the Director of Learning Enhancement and Academic Development at Queen Margaret 
University in Scotland, a doctoral researcher exploring compassionate assessment in higher 
education, and co-lead of the Compassionate Assessment in HE Network. This paper traces my 
doctoral research journey into compassionate assessment and explores how academics 
embody compassion in their assessment practices and why they engage with an affirmative 
ethics of compassion (Braidotti, 2019; 2020). 

Assessment is a core activity in higher education where power, equity, and standards converge, 
often reproducing exclusion and anxiety. In times of social, ecological, and climate catastrophe, 
relational and compassionate assessment practices grounded in connection, justice, and 
equity are urgently required as we witness a crisis of wellbeing for both students and staff in 
tertiary education (Currant et al., 2024; Imad, 2022). I frame compassionate assessment as an 
active, ethical response to alleviating harm through practice and policy (Gilbert, 2009). 

My study draws on critical posthumanism to explore connections between human and more-
than-human actors as embodied, material, and relational entities always in the process of 
becoming. The research-creation approach builds on postqualitative inquiry (St. Pierre, 2021) 
and participatory practice, designed as an experimental encounter between art, theory, and 
research (Springgay & Truman, 2019). Through workshops, material-discursive inquiry, and 
visual and multimedia methods, eight academic participants collaboratively constructed 
meaning and shared their experiences of compassionate assessment. 

In this session, I share insights from this inquiry for creating and cultivating compassionate 
assessment ecologies that transform normative and harmful practices and policies that are 
deeply embedded in academic and institutional cultures that remain ‘notoriously immune to 
radical change’ (McArthur, 2021, p.21).  
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