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Session Summary: This presentation proposes the use of scripting and scripts as an 
intentional, collaborative model for curriculum design to build, grow, and oversee staƯ-student 
partnerships that reimagines dialogic education for inclusivity and equity. 
 
Session Outline:  Drawing on collaborative practices in developing scripts and shaping the 
outcomes of film & TV productions through actor, director, and crew input, we argue that 
allowing scriptwriting in higher education (HE) can scaƯold polyphonic dialogue, creating 
deliberative spaces where diverse communicative styles are aƯirmed and accepted (Caldwell, 
2020). At the same time, authority is co-constructed rather than imposed creating a truly 
collaborative classroom environment.  

We position scripting not as top down standardisation but as a bottom up, co-created learning 
episode: scripts are shared ahead of time, delivered aloud to reduce cognitive load, and 
followed by discussion, practical activities, or student-led segments. This approach supports 
neurodiverse learners and others for whom spontaneous, performative speech in stressful 
settings can trigger memory “blackouts”. Modelling accessible communication strategies will 
help students to adopt their own presentations through scriptwriting, which they can later on 
use in their chosen careers (Brown and Leigh, 2020). 

By making the process visible and collaborative, scriptwriting would normalise reflective 
practice, encourage collaboration and research, and oƯer psychological safety by allowing 
students to rely on their script rather than memory alone. That approach would sustain active 
engagement across a module rather than forcing students to focus on a single session or 
assignment. 

In our talk, we will outline a practical, replicable scripting model: pre-release, in session 
delivery, and post session co analysis that embeds neurodiversity aƯirming practices aligned 
with the social model of disability. By reframing dialogic pedagogy to legitimise a prepared-in-
advance script as equitable dialogue, the scriptwriting proposal contributes to the conference’s 
agenda of collaborative futures, strengthening staƯ-student partnerships, reducing barriers to 
participation, and nurturing sustainable, compassionate educational change that educates in a 
truly inclusive manner and prepares the students for a diverse future. 
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