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Session Title: Student Development Pathway: A collaborative approach to supporting
holistic student development through curriculum integration

Session Type: Interactive Workshops (60 minutes)
Main presenter(s): Cameron Graham, Edinburgh Napier University

Co presenter(s): Tanya Lubicz-Nawrocka, Edinburgh Napier University (staff)
Pamela Calabrese, Edinburgh Napier University (staff)
Euan Hickman, Edinburgh Napier University (student)

Sofiia Ruda, Edinburgh Napier University (student)

Session Summary: In this workshop, we share the collaborative model used to refresh our
‘ENhance’ Curriculum Framework at Edinburgh Napier. Involving multidisciplinary teams and
student partners, our approach advances a more strategic, coherent approach to supporting
students’ academic, personal and professional development. Participants will engage in
activities to reflect on and discuss the knowledge, skills and attributes they believe students
should develop at university, and what learning and teaching activities and assessments
advance these skills and attributes.

Session Outline: In evolving our ENhance Curriculum Framework at Edinburgh Napier
University, we have created new ENhance principles to advance a more strategic, coherent
approach to student development through curriculum design and enhancement. Our first
principle — Student Focus — aims to underpin curriculum design focusing on student
development through the introduction and embedding of our Student Development Pathway in
all programmes. Student Consultants co-led workshops to gather student feedback on our new
Student Development Pathway to refine how it captures and articulates the knowledge, skills
and attributes they develop through their study at ENU. The Pathway’s aim is to support
students’ holistic development as individuals and help them to prepare for future employment
by helping them to understand their transferable skills and attributes.

In this workshop, we will engage colleagues in a collaborative workshop replicating the model
we used for refining our Student Development Pathway in partnership with students, reflecting
on the student-staff partnership working involved. Participants will engage in activities to
describe the key knowledge, skills and attributes students should develop at University. We will
brainstorm what learning and teaching activities and assessments help advance these skills
and attributes. Participants will discuss and reflect on how to further integrate and articulate
skills development throughout curriculum design.
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Session plan:

8 min: overview of the ENhance Curriculum Framework refresh, including creating the Student
Development Pathway

7 min: reflections on the collaborative model used for curriculum design and the student-staff
partnership

10 min: brainstorming with post-its what students should develop at University

5 min: categorising post-its according to academic, social/professional, and personal
development

20 min: 3 different groups (academic, social/professional, and personal development) drawing
on previous brainstorm to reflect on the learning and teaching activities and assessments that
would develop, and the challenges inherent in achieving this development

10 min: sharing and reflection

References: Barnett, R., & Coate, K. (2005). Engaging the Curriculum in Higher Education.
Berkshire: Open University Press.

Barnett, R. (1997). Higher Education : A critical business. Open University Press.

Daubney, K. (2021). “Employability is Not Inimical to Good Learning”: Rearticulating school
academic curricula to surface their employability value. Journal of Work-Applied Management,
13(1), 103-116. https://doi.org/10.1108/JWAM-08-2020-0041

Graham, C. (2022). From Belonging to Being: Engaging with ‘contexts of difference’. Journal of
University Teaching and Learning Practice, 19(4). https://ro.uow.edu.au/jutlp/vol19/iss4/07/

Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) Scotland. 2023. Mastersness Toolkit. Available at:
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaas/enhancement-and-development/mastersness-toolkit-
handbook.pdf?sfvrsn=7d47f581_12



