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Session Summary: Under the auspices of the Association for Learning Design for 
Education for Sustainable Development (ALDESD), and UNESCO IESALC, a community of 
practice (CoP) have collaborated to enhance Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) 
using transformative pedagogies. The emphasis is on supporting course design using a 
CoDesigns bootcamp approach, to actively involve course design teams, to support students to 
develop the knowledge and skills needed for a sustainable future. 
 
Session Outline:  This short practice talk will present an outline of the work of an 
international collaboration comprising institutional teams of academics, academic developers, 
learning technologists, and students, in recent years. Through ALDESD and the Learning Design 
and ESD bootcamp activities (Ahmad et al., 2023), in partnership with UNESCO IESALC 
(International Institute for Higher Education in Latin America and the Caribbean), we will 
showcase international outreach and types of course design projects, illustrated by several 
case studies, and a special journal issue comprising articles in English and Spanish (Varga-
Atkins et al., 2024; CoDesignS ESD, 2021). [5 minutes) 

We’ll also briefly describe follow-on work in the UK around the use of Generative AI to support 
embedding ESD in course design, and associated top level evaluation outcomes (Toro-Troconis 
et al., 2025). We will use the Community of Practice (CoP) lens (Wenger, 1998) to frame our 
collaboration in terms of our shared domain (transformative pedagogies for Education for 
Sustainable Development), the community (our relationships and ways of working), and 
practice (using CoDesigns ESD Framework as a tool). [5 minutes] 

 



 

 

 

 

Primarily, we’ll reflect on the benefits and challenges of the CoP. The CoP is partly funded by 
institutional and individual membership fees, but the bulk of the work is absorbed into our 
regular institutional workload. This staƯ development initiative has inbuilt sustainability in the 
fact that participants are oƯered the opportunity to become mentors for successive bootcamp 
participants. Attendees will be encouraged to reflect on their own use of transformative 
pedagogies and/or ESD and consider how the CoDesigns ESD Framework and bootcamp 
approach could help to support ESD in local contexts. Finally, we will highlight available open 
access resources available to the sector. [5 minutes] 
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