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Session summary:  
In this lightening talk we will reflect on the use of social media for learning, some of the 
changes over the last decade and share the updated guidance to support how social media 
can be used by students safely and appropriately to support their learning experience and 
prepare them for employment. 

Session outline:  
In 2013 we developed guidance for using social media for learning which was student facing 
and that staff could also access to guide their advice to students. The development of the 
guidance was prompted by an increasing number of requests from academic staff who were 
concerned about student online behaviours in social media spaces. Most of these requests 
for help were from staff on professional courses with staff concerns primarily about 
potentially unprofessional online behaviours. The aim of the guidance was to provide 
colleagues with resources they could use with students to discuss the implications of 
inappropriate use of social media and the impact this might have on their future careers. 
Four guides were created, and released under Creative Commons licenses, that look at How 
to use social media responsibly; Managing your digital footprint; Using social media for 
learning and Using social media to enhance your employability.  

In this lightening talk we will: 

• Discuss why there is a continued need for social media guidance and the relation to 
employability. 

• Provide an overview of the four guides created and companion website.  

• Share practical examples of how staff can use the social media guidance in the 
classroom to support the development of professionalism in these digital spaces.  

• Share the outcomes of our research (Purvis, Rodger & Beckingham 2016a; Purvis, 
Rodger & Beckingham 2016b; Purvis, Rodger & Beckingham 2020; Purvis & Beckingham 
2023) about the appropriate and effective use of social media in higher education. 
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