SEDA One-Day Workshop
What is Open Space Technology?
Wednesday 17th October 2007
City Campus, Sheffield Hallam University
or
Tuesday 23rd October 2007
ACU, Woburn House, London WC1

Open Space Technology (OST) is a more creative way of running meetings and other events, though is
not necessarily suitable in all situations. It runs on two fundamental principles: passion and
responsibility, to engage those involved and ensure that things get done.
In this workshop we will present OST, through experiencing it in a pure form as designed by its
originator, Harrison Owen, and then consider how the principles might be applied in other situations.
Our experience is that OST can be challenging, creative and fun. It can produce more imaginative
outcomes than traditional meetings and involve everyone in devising and taking responsibility for
resulting actions.
Aims
• to give participants the opportunity to experience Open Space Technology (OST) as a way of
running more creative sessions
• to reflect on the principles and practice of OST and consider the situations in which it might be best
used and how to deal with problems
• through individual activity, co-consultancy and feedback, and plenary discussion, to enable
participants to develop a plan for using OST in their own context
Draft Programme
10.00
10.30
11.00
12.00
12.45
1.30
2.30
3.00
3.30
4.00

Registration and refreshments
Introductions and briefing
Experiencing OST
Reflections on OST - individually, in pairs and plenary
Lunch
A second opportunity to experience OST
Individual planning, co-consultancy and feedback
Refreshments (taken during the session)
Final discussion - issues and lessons
Depart

Workshop facilitators:
The workshop will be facilitated by Helen Bulpitt and Ranald Macdonald.
Ranald is Professor of Academic Development and Head of Strategic Development in the Learning and
Teaching Institute at Sheffield Hallam University. He is Co-Director of the Centre for Promoting Learner
Autonomy, a National Teaching Fellow and Chair of SEDA's Research Committee as well as being a
SEDA Fellowship holder.
Helen is Senior Learning and Teaching Adviser at the Health Sciences and Practice Subject Centre of
the Higher Education Academy.

SEDA One-Day Workshop: What is Open Space Technology?
Please indicate which event you wish to attend and return this form to the SEDA office.
 Wednesday 17th October 2007 in Sheffield
 Tuesday 23rd October 2007 in London

Registration Form
Your details
Title:

Forename:

Surname:

Job Title:
Institution/Organisation:
Postal address:

Post code:
Tel:

Fax:

Email:

Special requirements, e.g. dietary/access
Payment Options
The event cost is £60
Payment must be in UK pounds sterling & can be made either by:




Cheque made payable to ‘SEDA’ and drawn on a UK bank
Please invoice (include an official purchase order:………………………………….)

Invoice Address (if different from above):



Credit card by completing the form below

I wish to pay by Credit Card. Please debit my Switch/Visa/MasterCard/Delta* account
number (*delete where applicable).

Cardholder’s Name:

Card Start Date:

Card Expiry Date:

Date:

Cardholders Signature:
Please return to:
SEDA, Woburn House, 20-24 Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9HF
tel: 020 7380 6767, fax: 020 7387 2655, email: office@seda.ac.uk, url: www.seda.ac.uk
Registered company, no. 3709481. Registered charity, no. 1089537

