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e-learning has come a long way since SEDA was brave enough to devote its main
conference, ten years ago, to what was then an emerging issue. From the 'computers in
teaching initiative' through virtual learning environments to digital literacy, e-learning has
evolved from the preserve of a few mavericks and pioneers to a mainstream concern.
Indeed the mavericks and pioneers are often directors of large departments now, and
have conferences of their own. So why should SEDA revisit this topic, ten years on, and
what has really changed? In this keynote I will argue for e-learning not as a specialist
approach within educational development, but as the way learning should be
understood - and supported - in a context saturated with digital technologies. I believe
that we should move beyond thinking about how institutions make room for computers
and start asking what it means to be a University - a site of public knowledge and
learning - in the internet age. These questions will guide my exploration of the last ten
years, and a modest peep into the future. How far have we really come, and are we
travelling in the right direction?
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