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Session Learning Outcomes

* better understand the ways in which the use of e-learning can encourage a more student centred
approach to learning

* be more aware of the potential pitfalls of using e-learning particularly in a blended learning
environment

Session Outline

There is a widespread belief that e-learning is, in practice, driven by the technology (Alonzo et al 2005)
and some evidence that students do not see the value of e-learning in a campus environment (Keller &
Cernerud 2002) additionally the idea that technology may not be an appropriate way for students to learn
has some support (Clegg et al 2003). Meanwhile others (Glogoff 2005, Wijekumar 2005) provide
evidence of the effective use of e-learning.

Clearly the case for e-learning is not clear cut. In this session we will look at a number of questions about
the appropriate use of e-learning and devising a set of principles against which we can begin to judge
whether it is appropriate to use e-learning in our particular contexts.

The session will also be informed by the preliminary results of a research project into the effective use of
blended learning in a third year undergraduate course.

Session Activities
Brief introduction and setting of group tasks

Participants will operate in small groups to address specific issues about the pedagogy of e-learning using
resources provided.

The groups will then feedback their findings in a plenary session.
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